University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2011-09-01

The Weekly Challenger : 2011 : 09 : 01
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2011 : 09 : 01" (2011). Newspaper collection. 191.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/191

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL
COMMUNITY

Harry C. Alford on We Have Been Faking The Funk 3

COMMUNITY

Spotlight is on Katherine Ford 3

COMMUNITY

September Is National Sickle Cell Awareness Month 5

SPORTS

Keselowski Grabs 3rd Win Of Season At Bristol 8

50¢

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
SEPTEMBER 1 - SEPTEMBER 7, 2011

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo • Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

VOLUME 44 NUMBER 1

Dr. John Stewart
Named Interim
Superintendent

Pinellas County’s Oldest
And Largest AfricanAmerican Newspaper
Celebrates 44 Years
Cleveland Johnson, Jr. Created A Successful Newspaper

John A. Stewart, Ed.D.

LARGO - The Pinellas
County School Board voted
6-1 to select John A. Stewart,
Ed.D., as interim superintendent effective September 3,
2011 at a board meeting held
today. Dr. Stewart will serve
as superintendent until such
time that a permanent superintendent can be named.
Stewart thanked the board
for its confidence in him and
pledged to work openly with
board members and staff to
ensure students perform at
their highest academic level..
Stewart, 67, brings more
t h a n 30 year s in school
administration, including 13
years as superintendent of
Polk County school district
and three years as a Pinellas
Co u nty Schools ’ de puty
s u p e r intendent. His la st

assignment was executive
director of the Florida High
School Athletic Association
until his retirement in Jan.
2009. He is a native of
Indiana, where he received
his Bachelor of Science from
Indiana State University. He
earned his masters degree in
education and his doctorate in
education
from
Florida
Atlantic University.
Board chairperson, Carol
C ook, sa id St ewart was
selected because “He has
experience within Pinellas
County, he knows many of
our staff and he can move us
forward through a smooth
transition.” The board will
begin discussions regarding
the search for a new superintendent at a workshop
following the meeting.

Community News .......3-6

ST. PETERSBURG - Few
individuals make a major impact
on others during their lifetime.
Even fewer accomplish things that
remain in memory after they pass.
Cleveland Johnson is an exception
to both. His philosophy was clear
and simple. One could not argue
about his focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the vision
of countless people who met him.
Johnson was an entrepreneur
in the truest sense. He created a
successful newspaper, The Weekly
Challenger, out of virtually
nothing. And in doing so, he controlled his destiny and helped
others do the same. That is what he
preached incessantly; be in control
of your own destiny. To achieve
that sort of freedom, you must sell,
and even more importantly, sell
what belongs to you, not someone
else’s product or service. In other
words, find yourself a business,
work it, be successful at it, and it
will dramatically reduce your
dependence upon others for
support.
Working for someone else,
and having them control your
income, has relegated many
African-Americans to a beggar
race, in some cases more severely
than others. Nevertheless, as Mr.
Johnson experienced it, working
for someone else, and buying and

Health & Family ..............7
Sports ..............................8
State & National .............9
Church Directory....10, 11
Church News ................11

mercial enterprise, controlling
your destiny. In addition, he
backed up what initially seemed
like a harsh request by taking so
many under his wings and training
them to sell. This town is filled
with people who took his advice,
and are forever indebted to Mr.

Johnson for the success they’ve
achieved. For those who were not
privileged to meet Mr. Johnson
and fully understand his philosophy, it does us well to understand

ANNIVERSARY
continued on pg. 4

Despite Dedication Postponement,
Message Rings Clear
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

Black History...................6

spending more than selling perpetuates some level of subjugation.
An often-repeated story, from
those who tried as best they could
to write stories for him, was his
response to essentially, “Go sell an
ad, and keep your story.” He
promoted the participation in com-

WAS HINGTON, D. C . Despite the postponement of
the official dedication of the
monument to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., there was one message
that still resonated from conversations inspired by the new
“Stone of Hope” on the
Washington Mall. That message
was clearly “We cannot wait!”
“We have to re-educate America
in reference to the value of
protest, the value of marching,”
said the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss
during the final leg of the “Table
of Brotherhood” project, discussions that circulated through
four cities, beginning in Atlanta
and culminating in Washington,

D.C. on August 26. “We’ve got
to organize around the principles for which Dr. King died.
And, we cannot wait for the
Congress; or the White House.
We m u s t p r e s e n t t o t h e
Congress and the White House
the urgency of a jobs program.”
The audience of more than
1,000 applauded loudly as the
“We cannot wait” message was
declared in the Washington
C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r. T h e y
showed no lack of enthusiasm
on the heels of the news that
Sunday’s dedication of the fouracre, $114 million monument
site had been postponed due to
Hurricane Irene.
I n s t e a d , t h e “ Ta b l e o f
Brotherhood,” sponsored by

The Martin Luther King Memorial, called the "Stone of Hope",
attracted crowds despite looming clouds before Hurricane
Irene. The four-acre site is marked by the granite statue as
well as walls with some of Dr. King's most profound quotes.

Chevrolet and the General
Motors Foundation, pressed on

DEDICATION

continued on pg. 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
Community Spotlight
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• Aknowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
We Have Been Faking The Funk
BYHARRYC. ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST
“Fake the funk and your nose
will grow.” Those words by
American poet George Clinton
weren’t exactly correct. We have been faking the
funk but our noses aren’t growing. However, our
noses are certainly “wide open.”Collectively,
we have had this big love affair with our current
President. Why all this love? It is simply because
we have proclaimed him black. Yes, black like us.
But the fact is he is not black like us – far from it.
His father was a black Kenyan that he hardly
knew. His mother was absolutely white, and for
the most part, she raised him along with her
Indonesian husband in Indonesia. After that he
was given to his white grandparents. These were
his formative years and there was no blackness in
any of the aura.
It shouldn’t matter what race our president is
but we have made it very important all of a
sudden. We blindly voted for him despite signs
of a social agenda and an anti-capitalistic philosophy. These indicators turned out to be true,
and yet, we still support him simply because we
proclaimed him to be black. If this is black then
we should go for orange, green or something
different. Don’t worry, it is not black. We should
start regarding him for his actions. As Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. wisely proclaimed
“Judge on the content of one’s character not the
color of one’s skin.” But, however, we have
violated that admonition.
There are not many blacks advising him
either. The two highest ranking blacks in the
White House are of a similar ilk. One was born in
Iran where she was partially raised and then went
to England. The other is biologically black but
was raised by white adoptive parents. Listen, they
look at us and see a group of people that they
don’t understand. There is a rub here and it is
taking its toll on us. We must mature and stop
giving a pass to people whom we assume think
like us when it is clear they don’t.
Oh how it hurts. It is like a failed marriage.
The more we try to make it work; the worse it
becomes. Even the Congressional Black Caucus
is starting to become very frustrated. It is getting
real bad when Congresswoman Maxine Waters

and Congressman John Conyers start calling the
President out. But they have no choice. America,
as a whole, is in a recession but black America is
in a depression. Our unemployment rate is the
worst it has been in our life time. There seems to
be no plan. I remember the late Adam Clayton
Powell once stated, “Vote for the man with the
plan.” There is no plan y’all.
Will there be a plan soon? There had better be
one and it should be brilliant at a minimum. Our
nation is starting to economically wither and
Americans must hold our leaders accountable
regardless of their race. If this failure continues
we must consider upgrading. We cannot let race
get in our way. As the late Thurgood Marshall
once stated, “Show me a white snake and then
show me a black snake and I will show you two
snakes.” I do hope my point is getting through.
There is no time to put our heads in the “sand”
and hope things will get better.
One day we will have a black president.
Some of us thought President Bill Clinton was
black. He was probably the closest thing to it.
Let’s be patient and vote wisely as our future and
our children/grand children’s lives are on the line
here. It is a matter of national security and our
legacy that we choose wise and committed
leaders. There have been great presidents,
average presidents and poor presidents. Our constitution and love of individual freedom has
gotten us through the bad times and wrong
decisions. Let’s remember that it is our
democracy that makes us free. Big government
and bias decision making are not the ingredients
to that greatness.
African-Americans are the pride of the world.
People everywhere admire our resilience and
determination. From that lineage we will produce
more great leaders. Some will become entrepreneurs, corporate executives and, yes, great politicians. We must study each and every person
before we decide who should lead us. He or she
may not be black but there is nothing wrong with
that as true leaders can be of any color. Be non
partial in your decision making. Each elected
official must further America with greatness and
that means progress for all Americans regardless
of color. We should never accept defeat or poor
performance because of race. Let us stop faking
the funk and address our economic predicament.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Katherine Ford
Katherine Johnson Ford was born in
Mercy Hospital, right here in St.
Petersburg, the seventh child in a family of
five boys and five girls. Her childhood
memories are of the sights and sounds of
Tarpon Springs, where her family moved
when she was a mere toddler. She likes to
reminisce about her childhood friends who
rode with her to the sponge docks every day
after school. Sometimes, they would go on
roller skates. What she remembers most is
how much she enjoyed it all. That all ended
during her junior year in high school. The
Johnson family moved back to St.
Petersburg. “I was not happy about the
move, but my mother never liked living in
Tarpon Springs as much as she liked living
in St. Petersburg. My father wanted to make
her happy, so we moved back,” said Ford.
Her alma mater is Lakewood High School.
Ford met her husband a few years after
high school. They married and became the
parents of four sons and one daughter, all
adults now. They also have two grandchildren. Before her marriage and family, Ford
considered going to school for nursing.
However, before she got the chance to start,
she learned that family needs were a greater
priority than whatever money she could
earn away from home. “Life changes made
me change my mind. I did work outside the
home for a short while, but the needs of my
family and some health issues made me see
that I was needed more at home. I also
became the caretaker for my mother for a

number of years,” Ford related.
Garage sales are especially enjoyable to
Ford. “You can find some very interesting
things at a garage sale. Little things can be
found that will make a room look totally
different. I use my garage sale findings to
add to my decorations in a room. I really
change things around quite often. When I
took the time to think about it, I realized
that I actually liked being at home. I like to
decorate. Now, I appreciate the time I have
had at home, and I am always rested and
ready to go out to dinner with my husband
or pack a bag and get on the road for one of
our short trips to see other parts of Florida.
The Fords attend Prayer Tower Church of
God In Christ.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local Readers Congratulate
Tampa Bay
HELLO
The Weekly Challenger
ST. PETERSBURG - When
told that The Weekly Challenger
was planning to celebrate their
44th year of service to the
community, local readers offered
congratulations and best wishes
for another 44 years of bringing
information where it is needed,
among the people within the
community. Educators, business
people, social service providers,
students, and retirees all spoke
proudly of their relationship with
this community newspaper. To
all of them, this newspaper has
been a positive transmitter of
information and advice for living
in the area. They look forward to
continuing this relationship into
the future.
Roslyn Davis said, “Reading
the newspaper is a part of me. I
like to know what is going on
a r o u n d m e . T h e We e k l y
Challenger has allowed me to

stay informed about school
issues and what is going on in
my community. So keep up the
good work.”
Darrelle Larondos reads
the paper each week. “The
Weekly Challenger has been
around for a while, and it is a
good resource for the
community. Congratulations!”
Bufus Gammons notes that
The Weekly Challenger is very
informative. “I am able to keep
up on local happenings. I appreciate being able to get the pulse
of the community. It is a good
local paper,” said Gammons.
Christopher Bell said, “Yes, I
read The Weekly Challenger. It
has more news about AfricanAmericans written by AfricanAmericans. As an AfricanAmerican and a mass communications major, that is certainly a
point of interest for me. Besides,

I like to read the paper each week
for the opinions and the history
reports. Who knows? I may
apply for a job there someday.”
Dr. Cynthia White said, “The
Weekly Challenger provides
news about local churches and
meaningful social events. I read
it every week because it keeps
me abreast of important issues
regarding the people in the areas
in which I work and live.”
Monroe and Ethel Moody
related that they have a subscription to the paper. According to
Ethel Moody, “I get busy and
miss an issue some weeks, but it
is here for the family to enjoy.
There is always something of
importance in The Weekly
Challenger,” she said. “I look
over the sports articles, but I
appreciate the articles on health
and national issues,” explained
Monroe Moody.

USS Independence Anchors
In St. Petersburg Over
Holiday Weekend
ST. PETERSBURG - The
public is invited for an up close
and personal tour aboard one of
the nation’s newest and most
unique naval warships when the
USS Independence (LCS 2)
pays a visit to the Port of St.
Petersburg beginning Friday,
Sept. 2. A limited number of
free tickets will be distributed at
the Mahaffey Theater Box
Office on Thursday, Sept.1 and
Friday, Sept. 2 for public tours
over the Labor Day weekend.
The ship, which is believed to
be the first Naval warship to
visit St. Petersburg, will remain
in port until its departure early
Tuesday morning.

ANNIVERSARY
continued from front page

the import of the words, “Black
People Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar Race.”
This is critically important when
we look at this equation from the
buying side. For example, the
National Urban League reported
that during the decade of the 90s,
“African-American buying power
increased almost 73 percent.” The
challenge we face with that
increase in disposable income is
the problem with too much
spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S. Census

Free public tours of the 418foot vessel will be conducted on
Saturday, Sept. 3 from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. (organizations
only); Sunday, Sept. 4 from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and on
Monday, Sept. 5, from 8:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. A limited number
of people ages eight and older
will be allowed to tour the
Navy Trimaran during its St.
Petersburg port visit. Tours will
be timed so no more than 150
people are on board the ship per
hour.
Tickets: Free tickets will be
distributed from the Mahaffey
Theater Box Office, 400 First
St. S., on Thursday and Friday,

Sept. 1 and 2, from Noon to 6
p.m. Tickets will be available to
the public on a first-come, firstserved basis, while supplies last.
There will be a limit of four
tickets per person. There will
be no charge to park in the
Mahaffey Theater garage when
picking up tickets; however,
parking will cost $5 per vehicle
S at u rd ay t h ro u g h M o n d ay
d u ri n g p u b l i c t o u r h o u rs .
Organizations of 25 or more
should request tickets for organization tours via email to
phyllis.coster@stpete.org or by
calling 727-893-7465. If using
email, please note USS
Independence in subject line.

Bureau report showed that blacks
spent from .5 – 15 percent more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for necessities like food, telephone, utilities,
clothing, and major appliances.
Another study by the National
Tour Association showed that the
black family median income was
54 – 65 percent of white families
in the four age groups 35-44, 4554, 55-64, and 65+. Conversely,
the same study reported that a
black family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a white
family earning $50,000. No
wonder that Johnson stressed
“Selling” over “Buying.” The net

result: a negative net worth for a
significant majority of AfricanAmericans when compared to
white Americans with comparable
incomes.”Cleve,” as many affectionately called him, is no longer
here, but the stark reality of our
plight remains.
Thus, it does us all well to
reflect heavily on what motivated
him, his legacy: “Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race’,” lest we
find ourselves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued out of
love and respect for all of us!
(Credits: AFRICANA ONLINE.)

SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Gift For Life Block Walk Held

TAMPA - The 6th Annual Gift for Life Block
Walk of Tampa Bay’s Sisters Network was held
August 27. Re-Birth Baptist Church on East
Comanche Ave was the site of the event. . A second
walk is scheduled for October 1 in Progress Village
Park, which is located at 8701 Progress Blvd.
Affiliate chapters of Sisters Network® Inc.
collaborated with organizations and community
groups to coordinate the promotion of breast health
awareness in the African American community
through the Gift for Life Block Walk®. This
unique and innovative program allows breast
cancer survivors to partner with volunteers and
canvas door-to-door to distribute breast health
education brochures, resource information, and
pink ribbons. Saturday’s free public event gave the
community an opportunity to meet survivors, hear
their stories, and experience their triumph over
breast cancer. Individuals were invited to the event
site to enjoy refreshments, visit breast cancer
related agency exhibits, and learn more about the
resources and services available.

The day’s activities began with a “Zumba” prewalk warm up, led by dance studio owner Kandace
Nunn. “Imagine hearing your baby say Mommy
why didn’t you go to the doctor?” said Tampa
Bay’s Sisters Network chapter president, Sonia
Franklin. Franklin gave a pre-walk pep talk to help
participants and volunteers understand the importance of their efforts. She told them, “It is not about
the lump, but that the lump changed”. Franklin
advised that “If told that you are probably eating
too much chocolate, stop and then go back and say
it’s still there, do something.” The group then split
into walkers and door knockers and proceeded to
take the message to the community.
The remainder of the day was spent interacting
with vendors, sharing cancer stories, door prizes,
free health screening exhibitions, goody bags, free
refreshments and a “Know Your Care Plan” presentation by Iselyn Dallas, event co-chair.
During Dallas’ presentation, she advised participants to:
- Get a medical summary of your treatments
and side effects
- Understand your risk of recurrence
- Make a schedule of check-ups and screenings
- Stay at a healthy weight through diet and exercise
- Ask questions and express concerns to your
doctors
- Get social support
For more information and to register for
the October event, contact Gift for Life Block
Walk® 2011 chairpersons, Colleen Upshaw at
(813) 985-1721 or Iselyn Dallas at (813) 716-6548.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
September Is National Sickle
Cell Awareness Month
ST. PETERSBURG - Daja
Sutton, 2011 St. Petersburg
Sickle Cell Chapter poster child
joins us in announcing the month
of September as National Sickle
Cell Disease Awareness Month.
Activities to bring awareness to
the condition and to the organization that funds the research for
cures will be held this month.
On Saturday, September 10,
the St. Petersburg Chapter of the
Sickle Cell Foundation will
present the 19th Annual Sickle
Cell Dinner and Jazz
Extravaganza. Featuring Shawn
Brown and Band, the event is
scheduled from 6-10 p.m. at the
H i l t on St. Peter s burg. All
donations to this event will fund
the support group, scholarships,
education programs, emergency
family assistance and recreational enrichment programs and
services.

Sickle cell disease and
related conditions affect over 2.5
million Americans. The disease
is one of the most common
inherited diseases worldwide.
The sickle cell gene is passed
from generation to generation by
both mother and father. It is a
condition in which there aren’t
enough healthy red blood cells to

carry adequate oxygen throughout the body. Red blood cells
become sticky and rigid, and
take on the shape of crescent
moons or sickles. There is no
universal cure for sickle cell
disease, however, treatment for it
can sometimes reduce the pain
and may help prevent further
problems associated with the
disease.
F o r 3 9 y ears , t h e S t .
Petersburg Chapter has been
advocating to improve the
quality of health, life and
services for individuals and
families affected by sickle cell
disease and related conditions.
They have also promoted the
search for a universal cure for
sickle cell disease.
For more information, tables
or tickets contact the chapter
office at 727-896-2355 or email
at stpetesicklecell@verizon.net.

Some City Facilities
Closed For Labor Day Holiday
ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg city facilities closed on
Monday, Sept. 5 for the Labor Day
holiday are City Hall, Municipal
Services Center, Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, public libraries, Enoch
Davis Center, Sunshine Center,
eight neighborhood pools, recreation centers, Mahaffey Theater,
the Coliseum and Sunken
Gardens’business offices.
Facilities OPEN to the public
on Monday, Sept. 5 include The
Pier, three city golf courses

(Mangrove Bay, Cypress Links
and Twin Brooks), North Shore
Aquatic Complex, Treasure Island
Municipal Beach concession
stand, municipal marina, brush
sites, and Sunken Gardens attraction (business offices closed).
Residential Trash Pickup:
During the week of Sept. 5- 9,
there are no changes to residential
trash collections in St. Petersburg.
Residential collection days
remain the same during the
holiday week. Brush sites will be

open Sept. 5.
Miscellaneous:
T h e Wes t C o m m u n i t y
Library will be closed all three
days, Saturday, Sunday and
Monday due to the holiday. The
Main Library will be open to the
public for business as usual on
Sunday, Sept. 4.
For water or sewer emergency
service, call the Water Resources
Department at 893-7261.
For police, fire, or medical
emergencies, dial 9-1-1.

Mayor Buckhorn
Kicks Off Operation Win
BY ERSULAODOM
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER
TAMPA - One of Mayor
Buckhorn’s top priorities is to build
strong neighborhoods that will help
improve the quality of life for all
our residents. In an effort to accomplish that goal, the City of Tampa’s
Code Enforcement Department has
launched Operation WIN –
Working in Neighborhoods.
Operation WIN will increase the
City’s responsiveness and accountability to its neighborhoods by
providing environmental maintenance for illegal dumping in alleys,
rights of way, and abandoned or
foreclosed properties. Mayor Bob

Buckhorn kicked off the effort 8:30
a.m. on Saturday at 4405 North
10th Street between Chelsea and
Emma Streets.
Operation WIN is scheduled to
have clean ups in different neighborhoods each month. Code
Enforcement, in partnership with
the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s
Office and the Salvation Army, will
complete these environmental
projects using community service
workers. This initiative will be
coordinated with neighborhood
groups to gather input for
upcoming clean-up efforts.
Operation WIN will use existing
resources available, which is
expected to result in a savings to the
current abatement budget.

Councilman Frank Reddick
said, “The alleyway dumping is a
continuous problem and I am very
proud of the program and how it
will benefit the communities.” Jake
Slater, code enforcement director,
said he believes “we have a winner
here with the inclusion of
community volunteers who will
reduce costs and (hopefully) lead to
residents taking better ownership.”
Based on the number of phone calls
his department received leading up
to this event, they are already considering expanding the program.
For additional information,
please contact Code Enforcement
and Business Tax Director Jake
Slater at (813) 274-8380 or via
email at jake.slater@tampgov.net.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
Thursday, Sept. 1 - Mayor Bill Foster and City Council invite you to Mayor's Night Out,
as the city brings its full array of services to the neighborhoods. Speak one-on-one with
the mayor and other public officials, and get the services you need from City Hall. You are
invited to attend 7– 9 p.m. at Frank Pierce Center, 2000 Seventh St. S., St. Petersburg.
Friday, Sept. 2 - First Friday St. Pete Get Downtown Music Series, Central Ave. btwn.
2nd and 3rd St. 5:30 p.m. Get downtown and get down with the fun. Join us for great
music, a lively crowd and all the fun you can handle, right in the heart of downtown. Visit
www.firstfridaystpete.com or www.breakfastoptimist.org or call 727-393-3597.
Saturday, Sept. 3 - Bird Walk. First Saturday monthly. Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101
Country Club Way S. at 8 a.m. Free! The diverse habitats in our preserve provide an urban
oasis for wildlife. Join birding experts for an early morning walk in search of migrants and
locals! For more information, visit www.stpete.org/boyd or call 727-893-7326.
Monday, Sept. 5 - Labor Day Salsa Celebration, The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. from 4:309:30 p.m. in the Courtyard by the Bay. Coordinate by B.A.I.L.E. this is a FREE event! Visit
www.stpetepier.com for more information on this and other events at The Pier.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising Sales Representative
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats for
advertising. Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

New Baby? Make A New
Financial Strategy
When baby makes three, budgets sometimes
fly out the door, lost in the rush of diaper
changes and middle-of-the-night feedings. We
all know babies are not cheap and thinking about
college tuition sends that figure significantly
higher. If you haven’t adjusted your financial
strategy to accommodate the needs of your
future heirs, here are some key considerations to
keep your long-term financial security intact:
Up the Ante on Life Insurance
Once you become a parent, it is crucial that
you make adequate provisions for your child
should one or both parents die. But how much
insurance do you need? You’ll need to consider
things like your earnings and the total amount of
your household debt. It’s also a good idea to
provide enough to cover the costs of college
tuition for each child. If only one parent works
outside the home, be sure to calculate the cost of
hiring full-time childcare, should the stay-athome parent die prematurely. Once you own a
life insurance policy, be sure to update your beneficiary designations after the birth of each
child.
The Price of Higher Education
One of the most common questions new
parents ask their financial professionals is,
“When should we start saving for college?” And
the universally agreed upon answer is: when the
child is born. When it comes to the skyrocketing
costs of higher education, time and compound
interest can definitely work in your favor. And
thanks to provisions in the tax-law, there are a
couple of attractive college savings options such
as state offered “Section 529 plans” and
“Coverdell Education Savings Accounts” that
can offer significant federal and state tax advantages.
Claim Those Deductions
Diapers. Pre-school programs. School
supplies. Braces. Daycare. There’s no question
parents deserve a financial break. The good
news is, the government offers several tax
breaks for parents that are worth exploring. A
common one that many people neglect to take
advantage of is a Flexible Spending Account
(FSA) offered by many medium to large-size
employers. These employer-sponsored plans
typically allow you to sock away as much as
$5,000 of pre-tax money for child care expenses,
reducing your adjusted taxable income. Some
employers even offer a company funds match.
If you don’t work for a company that offers
an FSA, take heart. You may qualify for a childcare tax credit if both parents are working and
your child is under age 13. The credit is a percentage (based on your adjusted gross income)
of the amount of work-related child and
dependent care expenses you paid to a care
provider. The credit can range from 20 to 35
percent of your qualifying expenses. Keep in
mind these tax breaks are either/or – you can’t
use the same expenses for amounts disbursed
from an FSA and to take the child care credit too
(if you have two or more qualifying individuals
and $5,000 in an FSA, you can take credit for up
to $1,000 additional expenses not covered by the
FSA; with one child, if you put less than $3,000
into the FSA, additional expenses over the FSA

amount are eligible for credit but only for the
difference between $3,000 and the amount in the
FSA).
Another big tax perk: The $1,000 annual
child tax credit, which applies to children under
age 17. Couples filing jointly who have one
child and earn no more than $110,000 can claim
the full credit. The child tax credit is scheduled
to drop to $500 in 2013.
Put it in Writing: the Need for a Will
New parents may assume they don’t need a
will because they have minimal assets. But asset
disbursement is not the sole reason for a will.
This type of document is essential for you to
designate a guardian for your child in the event
you die before that child reaches adulthood. An
attorney can draft a will for you in which you
name an executor who would pay your debts and
distribute your assets, and to name a guardian
for your children. If you have special concerns,
such as the support of a minor or disabled child,
you may want to set up a more complex estate
plan that includes a custodial account or a trust.
Your new bundle of joy came into the world
with nothing but a birthday suit, but the next 18
years will prove anything but expense-free.
Adequate planning now can keep that small
addition from creating big financial headaches
later.
College savings plans offered by each state
may differ significantly in features and benefits
and the optimal plan for each investor depends
on his or her individual objective and circumstances. In comparing plans, each investor
should consider each plan’s investment options,
fees and state tax implications. State tax
treatment varies. For withdrawals not used to
pay for qualified higher education expenses,
earnings are subject to income taxes at the
account owner’s rate plus a 10% federal income
tax penalty.
Investors should consider the investment
objectives, risks, and charges and expenses associated with municipal fund securities before
investing. More information about municipal
securities is available in the issuer’s statement.
The official statement should be read carefully
before investing.
This article is intended to help you understand general estate planning strategies and
several college funding options. It contains references to concepts that have legal and tax
implications.
The Prudential Insurance
Company of America, Newark, NJ, and its
financial professionals do not provide legal or
tax advice. Be sure to discuss your college
funding needs and your estate planning needs
with your tax and legal advisors to make the best
decisions for your personal situation.
0203488-00001-00, Ed 6/22/2011, Exp
12/22/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more
information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a
Financial Professional with The Prudential
Insurance Company of America's Sunshine
State agency located in Tampa, FL. Roy James's
private office is located in St. Petersburg, Fl. He
can be reached at roy.james@prudential.com
and (727)327-4137
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Rafer Johnson

Rafer Lewis Johnson (born
August 18, 1935) is an American
former decathlete and film actor.
Johnson was born in Hillsboro,
Texas, but moved to Kingsburg,
California at age 9. In high school, he
played on the school's football,
baseball and basketball teams. As a
versatile athlete, he was attracted to the
decathlon after seeing double Olympic
Champion Bob Mathias compete and
told his coach "I could have beaten
most of those guys in that meet". He
competed in his first meet in 1954, as a
freshman at UCLA. His progress in
the event was impressive, and he
broke the world record in his fourth
competition. He also pledged Pi
Lambda Phi Fraternity, America's first
nondiscriminatory fraternity while at
UCLA. In 1955, in Mexico City, he
won the title at the Pan American
Games. Johnson qualified for both the
decathlon and the long jump events for
the 1956 Summer Olympics in
Melbourne. However, he was
hampered by an injury, and forfeited
his place in the long jump. Despite
this, he managed to take second place
in the decathlon, finishing behind his
compatriot Milt Campbell. It would
turn out to be his last defeat in the
event.
Due to injury, Johnson missed the
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the floor. Sixteen years later, he was
chosen to ignite the Olympic Flame
during the opening ceremonies of the
1984 Summer Olympics in Los
Angeles.
Johnson made several film
appearances including the James Bond
film Licence to Kill as a DEA agent.
Johnson's autobiography, "The
Best That I Can Be" was published in
1998.
Johnson's brother, Jimmy, is a
member of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame and his daughter, Jennifer,
competed in beach volleyball at the
2000 Olympic Games in Sydney
following her collegiate career at
UCLA.
Rafer Johnson Junior High
School in Kingsburg, Ca. is named
after Johnson, as are Rafer Johnson
Community Day School in
Bakersfield, CAand Rafer Johnson
Children's Center in Bakersfield, CA.
This last school, which has classes for
special education students from the
ages of Birth-5, also puts on an annual
Rafer Johnson Day. Every year Rafer
speaks at the event and cheers on
hundreds of students with significant
special needs as they participate in a
variety of track and field events.
Rafer Johnson is the spokesperson for Hershey's Track & Field
Games.
Rafer Johnson is very involved in
Special Olympics Southern California,
having been one of the founding
members.
Rafer Johnson is a member of The
Pigskin Club of Washington, D.C.
National Intercollegiate All-American
Football Players Honor Roll.
Rafer Weigel, Sports correspondent for CNN, is named after Johnson
as well as current NBAplayer Rafer
Alston.
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Renewal ❏

Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com

1957 and 1959 seasons (the latter due
to a car accident), but in 1958 and
1960, he improved the world record
two more times. The crown on his
career came in 1960, at the Rome
Olympics. His most important
opponent was Yang Chuan-Kwang of
Taiwan. Yang also studied at UCLA,
and the two were training together and
had become friends, training under
UCLAtrack coach Elvin C. "Ducky"
Drake. After nine events, Johnson led
Yang, but Yang was thought to be
capable of overcoming this gap in the
final event, the 1500 m. Johnson
however managed to cling on to Yang,
and won the gold.
At UCLA, Johnson also played
basketball under coach John Wooden,
and was a starter on the 1959-60 Men's
Basketball team.
Johnson was named Sports
Illustrated's Sportsman of the Year in
1958 and won the James E. Sullivan
Award as the top amateur athlete in the
United States in 1960, breaking that
award's color barrier. In 1994, he was
elected into the first class of the World
Sports Humanitarian Hall of Fame. In
1998, he was named one of ESPN's
100 Greatest North American Athletes
of the 20th Century. In 2006, the
NCAAnamed him one of the 100
Most Influential Student Athletes of
the past 100 years.
After this gold medal, Johnson
ended his athletic career. In 1960, he
began acting in motion pictures and
worked as a sportscaster. In the 19631964 season, he appeared on an
episode of ABCs drama about college
life, Channing starring Jason Evers
and Henry Jones. In 1968, he worked
on the presidential election campaign
of Robert F. Kennedy and was one of
those present who helped wrestle
Kennedy's assassin, Sirhan Sirhan to
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FAMILY & HEALTH
Burning Fat Matters
More Than Losing Weight
(STATEPOINT) When it
comes to losing weight, most
A m e ricans ar e impatie nt,
se e k ing to s hed pounds as
quickly as possible. But many
traditional diet and exercise
plans often lead to disappointment and frustration — and can
even make you less healthy.
The problem may stem from
the fact that basically every diet
tells us we need to lose weight.
But for most people, it’s more
important to focus on ways to
accelerate fat loss, rather than
weight loss.
“Many conventional diets
and popular exercise routines
can actually make you fatter and
more frustrated,” say Dian
Griesel, co-author with her
brother Tom Griesel of the new
diet and fitness book
“Turbocharged.” “The only
thing any of us wants to lose is
excess body fat, not our bones,
muscle, water or other essent i a l s. Yet, thes e a re wha t
typically deteriorate or are lost
in most diets focused on
‘weight’ loss.”
The problem starts with
how we are all told to measure

success. A standard weight
measuring scale gives little
information. S o m eo n e can
actually be very lean with a
well-hydrated and muscular
body, yet they may weigh in at a
higher number than someone of
the same height that is actually
fatter. After all, muscle is denser
than fat.
“Throw away your traditional scale,” says Tom Griesel.
“The only relevant measurement is your body fat percentage. This can be easily calculated with a neck and waist measurement for men, and neck,
waist and hip measurements for
women.” Interestingly, even if
you are not overweight, a waist
measurement of over 33 inches,
regardless of your weight,
increases health risks like cardiovascular disease.
A healthy lean male should
have a body fat percentage in
the 8 to 18 percent range, and a
healthy female between 16 and
24 percent. The younger you
are, the lower the acceptable
healthy range. To find out your
body fat percentage, enter your
measurements into the free

body fat calculator designed by
the U.S. Navy, available at
www.turbocharged.us.com.
The primary reason for
excess fat is often improper diet
and a lack of activity. Stress
complicates things further by
t ri g g eri n g rel eas e o f t h e
hormone cortisol that causes the
liver to produce excess sugar.
T h e ex ces s s u g ar t ri g g ers
hunger, so we’re more likely to
eat more when stressed and, as a
result, gain more fat.
The Griesels recommend a
diet consisting of fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, meats and fish.
They also suggest you gradually
increase your overall activity
level. Walking is a great way to
reduce fat and improve your
overall health, but so is cleaning
your home, chasing your kids,
washing your car or gardening.
Activity is activity, whether you
call it exercise, running errands
or having fun.
The most important thing is
that you put together a plan
that’s best for you — one that
helps you lose fat, not muscle,
while living a fuller, more active
life.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Cigarette Companies
Protest FDA Required
Anti-Smoking Graphics
SPECIAL TO THE TRICE
EDNEY NEWS WIRE FROM
THE AFRO AMERICAN
NEWSPAPER
WASHINGTON, D.C. Cigarette makers launched a
counterattack Aug. 16 against
Food and Drug Administration
requirements for graphic
warning on tobacco products
with a lawsuit in federal court.
Five top cigarette makers
want the federal district court
in Washington to overturn the
federal mandate for stark
pictures of the consequences of
smoking that are to take up at
least half of the front and back
of the label on a cigarette pack.
Under the new rule, nine
images are to be rotated. These
warnings are also supposed to
be part of cigarette advertising.
Included is an image of a
man smoking a cigarette, with
the exhaled smoke coming out

of a tube in his trachea.
Another shows an autopsied
b o d y, w i t h t h e m e s s a g e
“Smoking can kill you” on it.
When the images were
released in June, marking the
first major change to the
warning labels in more than 25
years, according AllGov.com,
they were characterized by
Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius as
honest warnings about
smoking’s dangers.
But the tobacco companies
vehemently disagree. “Never
before in the United States
have producers of a lawful
product been required to use
their own packaging and
advertising to convey an emotionally-charged government
message urging adult
consumers to shun their
product,” the lawsuit says,
according to the Associated
Press., the lawsuit says.

Instead of conveying facts
that a consumer can use to
make an informed decision, the
FDA is, according to the suit,
forcing cigarette makers to pay
for the display of anti-smoking
messages more prominently
than their brand names.
The plaintiffs are R.J.
R e y n o l d s To b a c c o C o . ,
L o r i l l a r d To b a c c o C o . ,
Commonwealth Brands Inc.,
Liggett Group LLC and Santa
Fe Natural Tobacco Company
Inc. Altria Group Inc., parent
company of Phillip Morris
USA, is not participating in the
lawsuit and has endorsed the
FDA rules.
Unless a judge intervenes,
the companies will have to start
displaying the new labels by
the fall of 2012.
The FDA did not comment,
saying they do not comment on
pending litigation, according to
International Business Times.

Does Your Family Have An
Emergency Plan?
(STATEPOINT) Part of a
parent’s job is to prepare
children for the uncertainties of
life. And while you may not be
able to bubble-wrap your child
or outfit your teen with a
tracking device, there are steps
you can take to prepare your
family for emergencies, such as
natural disasters, terrorist
threats or outbreaks of
violence.
To stay safe during an
emergency, all families should
put a plan in place ahead-oftime to ensure the safety of
each family member, according
to experts at the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).
Children often feel safer when
they know their parents have a
plan to protect them.
“Families need to be adequately prepared to meet their
children’s physical, medical
and psychological needs,” says
Deborah Mulligan, MD, FAAP,
chair of the AAP Council on
Communications and Media.
“Planning ahead increases the
likelihood of securing the
safety of your family, and

provides peace of mind for
parents and children alike.”
Dr. Mulligan says parents
should involve their children in
disaster planning. The AAP
offers instructions for a Family
Readiness Kit to help families
prepare for hurricanes and
other events. These instructions, along with information
about preparing for different
emergencies, are available at
www.aap.org/disasters.
The kit has a detailed list of
items to keep on hand in your
home and in your car, such as
food and water, pet supplies,
warm clothing, rain gear,
blankets and toiletries. A
battery-powered radio, extra
batteries, flashlights, credit
cards, cash and a first-aid kit
are on the list, along with many
other essential items.
Medicines, baby supplies and
copies of individual medical
histories should be included as
well.
Families should also
establish “rally points,” places
for family members to regroup
if they are separated during a

disaster or evacuation.
Designate one rally point for
each location where family
members spend significant
time: school, work and the
neighborhood.
Part of any disaster preparedness plan is anticipating
the emotional toll an
emergency can have on
children, so parents also need to
talk with their children to help
them put things in perspective.
And kids need to know how
their school is prepared to help
them in various kinds of emergencies.
“Adults need to help
children cope with fear, loss
and insecurities before and
after an event,” says David
Schonfeld, MD, FAAP, a
member of the AAP Disaster
Preparedness Advisory
Council.
For more information on
the physical preparation needed
for disasters, as well as how to
support children’s mental
health during and after a crisis,
visit www.aap.org/disasters.
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JAMES REED

SICKLE CELL
DINNER AND JAZZ EXTRAVAGANZA

Call Your Final Expense Representative
Today: James Reed- (813)405-5520

Saturday, September 10, 2011
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Dinner 7-8 pm
Hilton St. Petersburg
333 First Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Tickets $50 - Tables of 10 Available
(Proceeds benefit client programs/services)

727-896-2355
stpetesicklecell@verizon.net
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America
St. Petersburg Chapter

Co-Sponsor
City of St. Petersburg
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Keselowski Grabs
3rd Win Of Season At Bristol

Brad Keselowski

BY JENNA FRYER
BRISTOL, Tenn. (AP) - Brad
Keselowski was a long shot, at best, to
race for the NASCAR championship
this season.
Then he turned it up a notch and
became a legitimate contender to make
the 12-driver Chase for the Sprint Cup
championship field.
Now, he’s the hottest driver in
NASCAR and is forcing everyone to
consider him a serious threat to unseat
five-time defending champion Jimmie
Johnson.
Keselowski picked up his third
win of the season, the second since
breaking his ankle in an Aug. 3 crash
and took a huge step toward making
the Chase.
“I don’t know what more to say
about Brad and the (Penske Racing)
team,” said four-time champion Jeff

Gordon. “They’re strong, and you put
them in position at the end of the race,
they’re going to pull off the wins.
They’re, to me, as strong of a team out
there right now.”
It’s an amazing turnaround for
Keselowski and his No. 2 Penske
Racing team.
He was ranked 21st in points four
races ago, when his struggling team
went to a test session to work on road
course improvement. But Keselowski
was in a nasty accident during that
session that left him with a broken
ankle.
It’s hardly slowed him.
Since the accident, Keselowski
won at Pocono, finished second at
Watkins Glen, third at Michigan and
now has the Bristol victory.
Although he’s walked gingerly in
the month since the crash, he hopped
up and down in excitement as he
climbed from his Dodge.
“An awesome car, an awesome
team!” he yelled. “Tony Stewart, Jeff
Gordon and Dale Earnhardt won this
race. It’s a race of champions. There
are races that pay more, that are races
that might have a little more prestige,
but this is the coolest damn one of them
all.”
But Keselowski regretted all the
post-race celebratory jumps about an
hour after the race.
“Stupid is as stupid does,” he said.
“Last 100 laps I was certainly starting
to feel it. But you know, I don’t think
anybody wants to hear me whine.
Every once in a while I do and they tell

me just to shut up anyway, and it hasn’t
been very productive. It obviously has
felt better. I wish I wouldn’t have
jumped off the damned car.”
The win moved Keselowski up
one more spot to 11th in the standings,
and he’s jumped 10 spots over the last
four races. He’s currently in position to
claim the first wild card spot, and could
clinch his berth next week at Atlanta by
virtue of his three wins.
What’s the secret of his turnaround? ``A team that just starts to
click and believes in each other,’’
Keselowski said. ``We’ve just made
good adjustments to our cars over the
last few months. We made good
adjustments to our car today and we
find ourselves in Victory Lane. I can’t
believe it, I really can’t.’’
Other Chase hopefuls didn’t fare
so well. Dale Earnhardt Jr., Stewart and
Clint Bowyer began the race ranked
ninth, 10th and 11th, but because none
has a victory, they could get bumped
out of the Chase depending on how the
wild cards develop. Earnhardt wasn’t a
factor Saturday night and finished
16th, Bowyer struggled the entire race
and was 26th and Stewart had a
miserable weekend _ he qualified last
in the 43-car field, was quickly lapped
and finished four laps down in 28th.
It was no better for Paul Menard,
who could earn a wild card spot based
on his victory at Indianapolis. But he
struggled, ran into the back of Denny
Hamlin as they tried to avoid an
accident in front of them, and wound
up 30th.

At the front of the field, Martin
Truex Jr. finished second and Gordon
was third despite leading a race-high
206 laps. Five-time defending
NASCAR champion Johnson was
fourth and was followed by Jamie
McMurray and Kenseth, who led 110
laps.
Hamlin, clinging to one of the wild
cards, rallied to finish seventh despite
Menard running into the back of his car
to cause serious damage. He jumped
one spot in the standings to 13th and is
currently holding the second wild card
because of his one win this season.
“We did what we had to do,”
Hamlin said. “I wish I could race
harder, but at this point we have to have
solid finishes. If we just handle
business the next couple weeks then
we’ll be OK.”
Ryan Newman was eighth and
was followed by Edwards and Marcos
Ambrose.
Kyle Busch, who on Friday picked
up his record 50th Nationwide Series
victory and was looking for his third
consecutive win at Bristol in the Cup
race, finished 14th after bringing out
the final caution of the race with 87
laps to go when a tire issue sent him
into the wall.
The finish also cost him in the
standings: Busch is now tied with
Johnson for the Sprint Cup Series
points lead.
“Kind of disappointing day,”
Busch said. “We just never could get
the car to where it would feel like it had
in the past.”

Coker, UTSA Start Fast Climb
Into College Football
BY PAUL J. WEBER
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Welcome
to big-time college football, Texas-San
Antonio Roadrunners.
Sort of.
``It’s kind of like going from a
Cadillac to an economy car,’’ said
former Oklahoma State offensive
lineman Patrick Hoog, who transferred
to UTSA this fall. ``But it’s still going
to get me where I want to go.’’
The fifth new Division I team in
the last three years, UTSAwill officially join the recent bonanza of college
football
startups
when
the
Roadrunners play their first game
Saturday. They stand alone as this
season’s sole newcomer to the championship subdivision the highest level
the NCAA allows for first-year
programs.
But by next year, UTSA and
coach Larry Coker will already begin
the process of moving to the bowl
teams _ a transition that appears to be
the fastest climb ever into college
football’s top tier. The pace is so swift
that the Roadrunners still won’t have
their own football fields when they
join the newly realigned WAC in 2012.
The timing of last summer’s WAC
invite caught UTSAa little by surprise.
But far worse timing _ and blindsiding UTSAeven more _ were allegations this month that some of Coker’s
former players at Miami were treated
to improper benefits by a Hurricanes

booster who is now serving a 20-year
prison sentence
Coker has denied any knowledge
of the scandal that convicted Ponzi
schemer Nevin Shapiro laid out to
Yahoo! Sports. But the allegations
again put UTSA in the uncomfortable
position of again answering questions
about Coker’s past, and this time on
the eve of celebrating its historic
opener.
``It’s really very hurtful. It really is.
I’ll be quite honest about that,’’ Coker
said. ``As I told our team, it can’t be a
distraction. I’m here, it’s where I want
to be.’’
Coker won the BCS championship at Miami in 2001, but he
struggled to find another job after
being fired in 2006 following a season
marred by an infamous sidelineclearing brawl and off-the-field
violence. UTSA athletic director Lynn
Hickey said the school spent six
months exhaustively vetting Coker
before hiring him in 2009.
Hickey said her trust in Coker
hasn’t wavered. The NCAAsaid it has
been investigating Miami for five
months, and Hickey said she’s
reassured that never in time has Coker
been contacted.
``I would surmise that (the
NCAA) doesn’t see his time there as a
major factor or his relationship with
(Shapiro),’’ Hickey said. ``Or through
months of investigation, I would think
there would have been a phone call to

Larry Coker, and that hasn’t
happened.’’
The NCAA has added 19 new
football programs since 2009, and
nearly as many more could launch by
2014. Many are small universities in
college football’s lower tiers _ such as
NAIA or Division III _ but UTSA had
no interest in starting off slow. Future
games with Oklahoma State and
Arizona State have already been
brokered.
Hickey defends UTSA’s plunge
into football as sensible. Chief was
vaulting the prestige of the 28,000student campus, which for a decade
has fought to shed the dismissive label
of being a commuter school. Money, at
least for now, isn’t a major motivator:
Hickey said the program will break
even, and expects the novelty of the
first game to attract a crowd big
enough to hit ticket revenue goals for
the entire season.
Around 10,000 season tickets
have been sold. For Saturday’s opener
against Northeastern State, $6 tickets
could be had through coupon discounter Living Social. UTSA believes
a crowd of 50,000 is in reach, with
attendance expected to fall around half
that the remainder of the season.
Also opening the season Saturday
are the Texas Longhorns _ the football
heavyweights with their own $300
million network are just an hour’s
drive north in Austin with no shortage
of San Antonio fans or alumni. It’s one

of four times this season that UTSA
and Texas play at home on the same
weekend, and Hickey concedes the
Roadrunners may adjust kickoffs to
avoid conflicts.
Otherwise, Hickey said, UTSA
can’t worry about being in the shadow
of Texas, or slightly farther away,
Texas A&M.
``(Texas) can seat maybe 100,000,
and you got to be a pretty big donor to
get any kind of good seat,’’ Hickey
said. ``So we’re fine. My daughter
grew up in Boerne, which is a middle
class, upper-middle class area, and
very few of those kids or families ever
go to a game at Texas or A&M. We’re
the answer to that. We’re the team for
this community.’’
It’s also a team that, quite literally,
plays throughout the community. The
Alamodome is a 20-minute drive from
the UTSA campus and practice is on a
high school field. The Roadrunners
hope to have their own practice field by
spring 2013, but for now, track and
soccer are ahead in line for new facilities.
At Oklahoma State, Hoog
recalled the Cowboys’ plush, newly
renovated locker room installed with at
least six televisions. (“Actually, maybe
seven?’’ he said.) But even after transferring to a situation where, in his
words, the high school field’s locker
room doubles as a player’s lounge,
Hoog said it’s still college football.
“It’s different,” Hoog said. “But
it’s all the same, too.”

Patty Mills To Play Down Under
During NBA Lockout
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
- Portland Trail Blazers point guard
Patty Mills has signed a contract to
play for the Melbourne Tigers in
Australia’s National Basketball
League during the NBA lockout.
Basketball Australia chief
executive Larry Sengstock said in a
statement Monday that Mills had
turned down more lucrative offers
from European teams to play in

Australia.
The Tigers said on the team’s
website that Mills’contract includes
an ``NBA out’’ clause which allows
him to return to the Trail Blazers
should the lockout conclude before
the end of the NBL season next
March. The season begins on Oct.
7.
Mills is in Australia preparing
with the national team for three

Olympic
qualifying
matches
against New Zealand in early
September.
“I am very excited about
joining the Melbourne Tigers and
playing back home in the NBL for a
period while the NBA lockout is in
place,” Mills told the team’s
website.
“The Melbourne Tigers has a
long history in basketball and I have

followed former players such as
Andrew Gaze in the past. I look
forward to contributing to their
program while I am in Melbourne.”
Gaze, a former Australian
Olympian, played a season of U.S.
college basketball at Seton Hall,
where his team made the 1989
NCAA finals, losing in overtime to
Michigan. Gaze later played with
the Tigers.
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
The King Monument, Historic Opening
Continued from last week’s edition of The Weekly Challenger
COMMENTS FROM
SOME WHO KNEW DR.
KING AND THE REST, MOST
CERTAINLY, KNEW ABOUT
HIM.
D R . M E RV Y N M .
DYMALLY: “As fiery as he
was in public life I found him, in
private, to be a quiet, modest
and unassuming person. It was
my dubious experience to be the
last person to drive him from
LAX to Anaheim (Orange
County) for a meeting for the
liberal California Democratic
Council, during my tenure as
State Senator. This experience
was a major high point in my
political career.”
GWEN GREEN (In reading
a letter she received by those
who are putting on the dedication). Ms. Green, it was a
pleasure speaking with you
today as you would join us in
the nation’s capital for this
important dedication. We recognized the significance contribution that you’ve made in civil
rights struggle and considered
an honor to host you. “It is very
significant for the first time we
have a Black person on the mall
with all the White presidents.”
BEN JEALOUS: “This is an
historic moment in civil rights
and American history,” stated
President Jealous. “I look
forward to honoring the life and
legacy of Dr. King on the eve of
the unveiling of his national
m e m o r ial. The work of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. is not over. The civil
rights community must ensure

DEDICATION

continued from front page
with conversation geared
toward racial understanding,
tolerance and a more inclusive
America. GM gave more than
$10 million to the King
Monument project.
“From our perspective,
this is just a part of our DNA.
We’ve had a long history of
firsts as far as addressing
issues, as well as addressing
opportunities,” said General
Motors’ vice president for
diversity, Eric Peterson, in an
interview with the Trice-Edney
News Wire. GM developed the
first
minority
dealership
program in order to assure the
inclusion
of
AfricanAmericans. It now represents
100 minority-owned dealerships. It also established the
first minority suppliers and the
first women’s program in the
car dealership industry. “For
u s , i t ’s a c o m p e t i t i v e
advantage to really give back
into the communities in which
we do business,” Peterson
said.
The memorial to Dr. King
now unveiled and open to the
public, is a testament to the
fact that the “DNA” of which
P e t e rs on s poke is not
pervasive across America.
Moss, a renowned civic leader
who once co-pastored
Ebenezer Baptist Church with
Dr. King and 11 other civil and
human rights laborers were
seated at the makeshift “Table
of
Brotherhood”.
They
concluded that “a sense of
urgency” - as described by
panelist Arianna Huffington of
the Huffington Post-is the key
to mobilizing behind Dr.
King’s dream of equality.
Economics, education,
tolerance and diversity were

that his dream becomes a
reality”.
JULIANNE MALVEAUX:
So even as a statue opens to the
public, doors close to too many
Americans. Even as people
throng to celebrate, there are
those who are supportive, but
who have had nothing to
celebrate in a long time. The
debt ceiling has imposed a particular ugliness on the current
climate. As cities gird up for fall
and winter, they are grappling
with the reality that many will
be unable to pay for utilities,
and have the possibility of
freezing this winter. Some were
buttressed by federal funds,
funds that must be cut.
Similarly, there are cities where
there is vacant housing and also
homelessness. Why not put
some of the homeless into
vacant homes. Banks are often
special villains, chasing profit
and repelling the people whose
dollars have inflated their
bottom line. While (Harry)
Johnson’s dream has been
realized, Dr. King’s dream for
economic justice, which means
economic restructuring, remains
deferred. This is a dichotomy,
and also a tragedy.
monument to justice. He
will be the first African
American on the mall and that
really marks a turning point for
America. We have an African
America president because of
Martin Luther King. It is the
case where he got to the consciousness of America.
So
rather than judge the person by

among the topics of discussion
led by CNN commentator
Roland
Martin.
BET
President/CEO Debra Lee;
Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.; WHUR
personality Ray Baker and
poet Lisa Nichols were also
among those at the table.
Civil rights icon, Rev.
Jackson, stressed changes in
public policy as being the key
to achieving equality by regulating and mandating fairness
from corporate America and
government. Ray Baker, a
recent Howard University
gradua te , sai d Afri can Americans appear dependent
on the same corporations that
oppress them. “It makes no
sense to protest against
unequal treatment by corporate
decision-makers if you have
some of the same people sponsoring your march,” Baker
said to loud applause.
In the background was a
photo of Dr. King and other
young civil rights leaders on
the front line at the 1963
March on Washington for Jobs
and Justice. Fast forward 48
years and not that much has
changed. Rev. Jackson pointed
out that young men are now
seeing “going to jail” as a step
up when given some of the
demoralizing
economic
choices of today.
The King memorial is the
result of the brainchild of the
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Incorporated, of which Dr.
King was a brother. It is the
oldest African American Greek
letter fraternity in the country.
In the absence of the official
dedication, the fraternity held
its own ceremony on Friday,
drawing civil right pioneers
Rev. Andrew Young and Rev.
Joseph Lowery. “We are
standing on sacred ground,”
said Herman “Skip” Mason,
general president of the

the color (of their skin) as
Martin Luther King spoke, they
judged him by the content. And
so Martin Luther King has a
place in the history of the world
because he came and saw that
civil rights were given to all in
this country, the number one
country on the globe.”
WILLIS EDWARDS: “The
establishment of this memorial
is historic in that our nation’s
capitol will now include an
African American who has been
acclaimed as a peacemaker
worldwide. This memorial recognizes the life themes characterized in all of Dr. King’s
speeches of justice, democracy,
hope, and love. His life and this
memorial should inspire all of
us to be committed to positive
change and active citizenship.”
LEON JENKINS: “It’s been
a long time in the making but
it’s a sure sign that America
understands the importance of
Dr. King’s contributions to the
lives of every American. He
helped change the face of what
America looked like in the
corporate
room,
in
the
boardroom, in politics, and
socially.”
CONGRESSIONAL
BLACK CAUCUS (CBC):
“America has changed dramatically in the past five decades.
For people under 50, it is hard
for many to imagine life in the
1950’s and 60’s as compared to
the America of 2011.
Segregated housing, transportation, restrooms, theaters, and
restaurants, coupled with the

Alphas. “We are in a space
where many of our ancestors
stood; not knowing that generations later we would return to
celebrate the unveiling of a
memorial dedicated to a man
who was a drum major for
peace and justice.”
The impassioned
statements were many. But none
was quite as clear as the one
set forth by Dr. King himself in
his 1964 book, “Why We Can’t
Wa i t ” : D r. K i n g w r o t e :
“Among the many vital jobs to
be done, the nation must not
only radically readjust its
attitude toward the Negro in
the compelling present, but
must incorporate in its
planning some compensatory
consideration for the
handicaps he has inherited
from the past. It is impossible
to create a formula for the
future which does not take into
account that our society has
been doing something special
against the Negro for hundreds
of years. How then can he be
absorbed into the mainstream
of American life if we do not
do something special for him
now, on order to balance the
equation and equip him to
compete on a just and equal
basis?”
D r. K i n g c o n t i n u e d ,
“Whenever this issue of compensatory or preferential
treatment for the Negro is
raised, some of our friends
recoil in horror. The Negro
should be granted equality,
they agree; but he should ask
nothing more. On the surface,
this appears reasonable, but it
is not realistic. For it is
obvious that if a man is entered
at the starting line in a race
three hundred years after
another man, the first would
have to perform some impossible feat in order to catch up
with his fellow runner.”

physical presence of racism,
and sexism, religious intolerance and painful accusations of
communism are all part of the
dark past of America’s recent
history. The magnitude of how
the Civil Rights movement
ch a n g e d A m e r i c a i s t r u l y
remarkable and is perhaps
without precedent in modern
history. Dr. King’s contributions
to the changes of the last 50
years highlights the work of
many who sacrificed and challenged America to reflect the
practices in the words of the
founding fathers.”
MYRLIE EVERSWILLIAMS: “I am honored to
be a part of this historic
occasion, for the Dedication of
the Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial. The honoring of
this Great American Hero also
inspires us to remember the
Great Heroes and Sheroes of the
C iv i l R i g h t s M o v e m e n t .
Through the Civil Rights
Movement, America has seen
many positive changes in this
ongoing struggle for Equal
Opportunity and Justice. The
Vision statement for this
memorial dedicates the
memorial to the Tenants of Dr.
King’s American Dream of
F r e e d o m , D e m o c r a c y, a n d
Opportunity for all. There
remains so much to be done to
achieve this Dream for all
American citizens. We have a
responsibility to enhance the
Legacy of Dr. King and the
many other Civil Rights leaders
who gave their lives, by being

activist citizens on behalf of all,
but especially those who are
less fortunate. We have to Guard
the Freedoms and Democracy
that Dr. King lived and died for.
It is imperative that the history
of the contributions of Dr.
Martin Luther King and his
great work be transferred to our
next generations.”
ELAINE EASON STEELE:
“Rosa Parks would be just as
excited as the rest of the country
at the great honor being
bestowed on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. He was a leader and
role model for social justice.
Dr. King’s philosophy is more
important today because of the
mobilization to turn the clock
back to the 1950’s. When Rosa
Parks’ arrest on Dec 1, 1955
lead to the successful 381 Day
Montgomery Bus Boycott,
thrust a 26-year old
Montgomery, AL. pastor into
national prominence. The rest is
history.”
ROBERT “BOB”
FARRELL: “ It is important to
me for two reasons. Number
one: to see the acknowledgement of a man who deserves all
the contributions and praise and
tributes that are due our own
heroes, at the same time, I view
it as something that represents
the collective ‘us’, because at a
point, it’s not just Martin Luther
King, Jr., the man, it’s the
movement he led that made us
proud. And he worked his way
to the top, he won our collaboration and our cooperation,
regardless of the different bases

from which we came in the
struggle, and it is most appropriate that this American hero has
such a dedicated statue right
there in the center of our
American government.”
DR. MARK PERRAULT:
“He was a brilliant, dedicated
community servant known
especially for his ideas
regarding non-violence and he
also had a unique visionary
intellectual quality built into his
DNA.”
MARC H. MORIAL:
“National Mall on Sunday is not
just a historic occasion for
African-Americans, but a
milepost on the nation’s journey
to social justice. My own
emotions are touched on so
many levels—pride as an
African-American, as a member
of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity—King’s own fraternity and
the organization that has driven
the project from the beginning,
as the leader of a national civil
rights and economic empowerment organization, but mostly
as an American. For all the
mistakes that have been made
attempting to carry out the principles outlined by the Founding
Fathers, the principles themselves endure: All men—and let
us not forget to include
women—are created equal, and
are endowed by their creator
with inalienable rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Perhaps more than
anyone in American history, Dr.
King embodied that ideal.”

Black Activists Repudiate
Al Gore’s Race Card Rhetoric
WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Members of the Project 21
black leadership network are
co n d e m n i n g f o r m e r v i c e
president Al Gore’s attempt to
inject race into the debate over
emissions
regulations
by
comparing those opposed to
fu r t h e r r e g u l a t i o n w i t h
opponents of the civil rights
movement. “Coming during the
week of the planned Martin
Luther King Jr. National
Memorial dedication, the socalled inventor of the Internet’s
comments are off the deep end,”
said Project 21 spokesman
Horace Cooper, who is also a
senior fellow with the Institute
for Liberty. “Equating sincere
disagreements over a scientific
theory with lynching and Jim
Crow isn’t just off base — it
denies history and is a slap in
the face of all Americans who
came together to end racism and
bigotry.”
In an interview broadcast on
UStream late last week, Gore
said advocates of increased
emissions regulations need to
“win the conversation on
climate.” In comparing his
critics to people who opposed
civil rights laws, Gore said,
“There came a time when racist
comments would come up in the
course of the conversation and
in years past they were just…
natural. Then there came a
time when people would say,
‘Hey, man why do you talk that
way, I mean that is wrong. I

don’t go for that, so don’t talk
that way around me. I just
don’t believe that.’ That
happened in millions of conversations and slowly the conversation was won… And we have to
win the conversation on
climate.”
When interviewer Alex
Bogusky suggested it was hard
to difficult to respond to critics
of increased emissions regulation, Gore replied: “It is no
more difficult than it was for
southerners to talk about the
evil of racism.”
Project 21 spokesman
Jerome Hudson noted: “When
Al Gore compares those who
question his perception of manmade global warming to racists
and segregationists in an
attempt to ‘win the conversation,’ he reveals a disturbing
desperation that not only
alienates him from the mainstream but marginalizes his
logic and nullifies his already
flailing credibility.”
Beyond the absurdity and
offensive nature of Gore’s
statement, Project 21 experts
also point out that Gore’s own
family history and the expected
extent of his regulatory agenda
marginalize his credibility when
he attempts to embrace the civil
rights movement.
“Al Gore’s grounding in
reality — or lack of it — is
astounding,” said Project 21
spokesman Cherylyn Harley
LeBon. “And Gore’s memory

appears selective. While suggesting the attitudes instilled by
the civil rights movement is
similarly used to advance an
idea he supports, but (many scientists argue) is not based in
science or proven policies, Al
Gore seems to have conveniently forgotten his own family’s
history. His father, Senator Al
Gore Sr., voted against the Civil
Rights Act of 1965 and has the
shameful distinction of participating in one of the longest filibusters in the history of the U.S.
Senate opposing civil rights legislation.”
Project 21 fellow Deneen
Borelli added: “The real race
problem associated with Gore’s
assault on fossil fuels is that
increased regulation leads to
higher energy prices — a
regressive tax that specifically
harms
low-income
black
families. While members of
the elite such as Al Gore can
afford energy at virtually any
price, skyrocketing fuel and
utility costs reduce the standard
of living for hardworking
American families. High
energy prices also drive jobs
overseas, contributing to slower
economic growth and high
unemployment.”
Project 21, a leading
voice of black conservatives
since 1992, is sponsored
by the National Center for
Public Policy Research
http://www.nationalcenter.org.

WE WE LC O M E YO U R
LETTE R S TO TH E E D ITO R

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2011

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South (327-9711)
SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM

Visit
Us! Bible Conference - October 9-12, 2011

Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

CHURCH NEWS
Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Ten local congregations of the
Church of God in Christ have
scheduled their Annual Baptismal
Service for Saturday, Sept. 10, at 8
a.m. sharp at the SPA Beach. The
baptismal message will come from
Supt. Anthony Conage. Your presence
and participation are welcomed. All
who would like to attend this “blessed
event” are encouraged to do so.
The churches participating in
this event include:
• Prayer Tower COGIC

Supt. Clarence Welch, Pastor
• Bible Way COGIC
Elder Sylvester Reeves, Pastor
• Queen Street COGIC
Supt. Anthony Conage, Pastor
• Wheelers Temple COGIC
Elder Dan Davis, Pastor
• Pentecostal Temple COGIC
Supt. William Anderson, Pastor
• Reach the Unreached COGIC
Elder Scott Dixon, Pastor
• Bible Holiness COGIC
Supt. B.O. Walker, Pastor

• Old Landmark Cathedral COGIC
Supt. Mitchell Bryant, Pastor
• Bay Point Christian Church
Elder Jay Cave, Pastor
• Tr i u m p h a n t C O G I C
Elder Isaac Whitehurst, Pastor
We believe God will bless us in
a mighty way! Come and enjoy the
Lord with us! Please direct
questions to Sister Darlina Herring
at 727-418-5908 or darlinaherring@verizon.net.
Supt. Clarence Welch

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston e x t e n d s a n i n v i t a t i o n
t o t h e community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
preparing for our 108th Church

Anniversary, to be observed on
Sunday, Sept. 25. An Anniversary
Brunch Saturday, Sept. 10, and
Men In Praise on Saturday, Sept. 24
are all celebration events. The
Speaker for anniversary proper is
Reverend Marvin Scott, Pastor of
Second Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church, Sanford, FL.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
SAVE THE DATES:
The
Annual Seven x 7 Revival takes
place 6-8pm Sept. 18-24. This
year’s theme, Refreshing the City
by Restoring Hope, Reaching the
Hurt, & Rebuilding the Heart. The
revival concludes 4 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 25, with a Mass Baptism at
Northshore Park, 901 Northshore
Drive. NE. Revivals will be held in
Campbell and Childs Parks, and
Dell Holmes, James Town,
Harbordale, Perkins and Wildwood
Neighborhoods. You don’t want to

miss this Holy Ghost-filled revival!
Our Young Adult Ministry is
revolutionizing the lives of young
adults! Join them 7 p.m. every
Tuesday in our Youth Education
Building, 919 20th Street South.
Learn How to Restore your
Financial Health. Sign-up for
Crown Ministry classes 6-8 p.m.
Monday and Thursday beginning
Sept. 12. FMI: Dea. Danny or Avis
Carter at 727-328-2944.
C.A.R.E. MINISTRY HAPPENINGS:
My Body, His Temple has
partnered with Pastor Ayakao
Watkins to present “Caring for

Your Temple.” Meetings resume
Tuesday, Sept. 6, at 5 p.m. Please
RSVP by calling 727-289-6957.
C.A.R.E. Substance Abuse
meetings return Tuesday, Sept. 6, at
7 p.m. All are welcome and Mt.
Zion Progressive membership is
not a requirement.
Note: Both meetings are held in
our C.A.R.E. Building, 1906 9th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the community at
large, this wish for an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for September 2011
Sept. 2 - Business Meeting at
7 p.m.

Sept. 9 - 80th Anniversary
Team Fellow at 7 p.m. Teams # 4,
5, 6.
Sept. 24 - Rev. W. J. Glover
Memorial Scholarship Banquet at
5 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcome to
join us.

Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our Sunday
morning Radio Broadcast, every
Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB. Join
Pastor Jim R. Davis for a spiritfilled time of refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., we
distribute free food items to the
community. All are welcomed,
while supplies last. No income
verification is need, and no one is
turned away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a
Free Hot Lunch is served at the
Church facility. There are no
restrictions as to who may come;
the food is free to all who have

needs.
CLOTHING
DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
Some clothing is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested, call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church on Saturdays, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. We also take
donations of food, clothing, and
financial contributions.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy
and the Elim Child Development
Center are still accepting
children for the 2011-2012
school year. Call 727-327-8651
and speak with our principal,
Lawanna McCoy, or visit us at

4824 2nd Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, 33711.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We are now accepting
donations of school supplies to
assist needy parents and students
in the community. You may bring
school bags, notebooks, pencils,
shoes and clothing, funds for
tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute.
These items can be dropped off
at the school, Monday thru
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or
left at the church between 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m. on Saturdays. For
information, call the school 727327-8651, or the church: 727327-2374.
Thank you for assisting
needy families in our Tampa Bay
community.

Tenth Street Church of God
The Tenth Street Church of
God is where we continuously
strive to meet the needs of the
community. On Sunday, Sept. 18,
at 2 p.m., we will meet at Orange
Blossom Catering, 220 Fourth
Street North, to celebrate the third
year of our Capital Campaign

Fund. Rev. Weins, from the
Orlando area, will be our speaker.
The Tenth Street Praise Dancers
will perform, and the Gospel
Troop will render several selections.
Come and join the Tenth
Street Family in this celebration

as we continue our outreach ministries, our prayer support for the
community, and our efforts to
expand our building.
For more detailed information, call Julia Latimore at 727898-9407. Elder Ronald L. Bell
is the pastor.
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